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Understanding Your Cord Blood Banking Overview and Options

Patient’s Name: _______________________________     DOB: _____/_____/_____     Today’s Date: _____/_____/_____

As an expectant parent, you have many options when donating cord blood. This includes donating to a public cord blood bank, storing cord blood in a family cord blood bank or saving cord blood for a sibling who has a medical need.

Cord blood can be used to treat more than 80 diseases, including blood cancers like leukemia and lymphoma. If you’re an expectant parent, you have several options when donating cord blood to help treat blood cancers and other life-threatening diseases. Unless you choose one of these options, the umbilical cord and placenta are typically discarded after the baby is born.

1. Donate to a public cord blood bank. When you donate to a public cord blood bank, your baby’s cord blood is available to any patient who needs a transplant. It is not reserved for your family. Currently only certain hospitals are able to collect umbilical cord blood for storage in public cord blood banks.

2. Store in a family (private) cord blood bank. Family cord blood banks often store cord blood exclusively for use by the family. A fee for collection as well as annual storage fees will be required.

3. Save for a sibling who has a medical need. When a biological sibling has a disease that may be treated with a cord blood transplant, parents can choose to save their baby’s cord blood for the sibling. Collecting and storing cord blood for sibling-directed donation is offered at little or no cost to eligible families.

Cord Blood Banking:  Public donation or family storage – what’s the difference?

Public Banking:
When you donate your baby’s umbilical cord for public use:
· It’s available to any patient in need of a transplant; it is not reserved for your family members.
· There is no cost to you because public cord blood banks cover the fees associated with processing, testing and storing donated cord blood.
· It’s collected under strict quality standards to make sure the cord blood unit is usable for transplant. If standards aren’t met, the cord blood unit may be used for research to improve the transplant process for future patients, or the unit will be discarded.

Private Storage:
If you store the cord blood in a family (private) cord blood bank, it is reserved for your own family members. Family cord blood banks are available throughout the country for anyone. You are charged a fee for the collection and an annual fee to store the umbilical cord blood.

Discard Umbilical Cord:
At the time of delivery, the umbilical cord will be discarded.  The cells cannot be retrieved for future use.


I have read the information above and discussed my cord blood banking options with my healthcare provider.  I have circled my choice above.
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